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ENDORSEMENT 

 

(1) As the RSJ for the Central West Region, it came to my 
attention that the hearing before Justice Bielby in this matter 
on February 23, 2021 was disrupted by individual(s) who had 
joined the Zoom hearing.  There were some 6 to 8 disruptions 
that day.  The matter has been reported to the police.  
 

(2)  The identity of the individuals who felt it was appropriate to 
disrupt the proceeding with racist and pornographic materials 
are not presently known.  As well, it is not known how these 
individuals obtained the Zoom details.  

 
(3) The hearing before Justice Bielby was not completed on 

February 23, 2021. 
 
(4) On February 24, 2021, it was brought to my attention that the 

Zoom details for Justice Bielby’s courtroom used on February 
23, 2021 had been disseminated by Twitter.  Accordingly, I 
had very serious concerns that public dissemination of the 
Zoom details would once again result in disruption of the 
completion of the hearing by individuals joining the Zoom 
hearing.  

 
(5) As a result, on February 24, 2021, I directed the Trial 

Coordinator to delay sending out the Zoom details to the 
parties for the continuation of the hearing scheduled for 
March 1, 2021. 

 
(6) On February 25, 2021, I subsequently made an order that the 

Trial Coordinator when distributing the Zoom details to the 
parties, include the following language: 

 
 

By court order, the Zoom details of the above hearing are 
not to be published or distributed through any social media 
or general electronic distribution without the prior written 
order of the presiding judge or the Regional Senior Judge. 
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The hearing will commence at 9:30 a.m. for the purpose of 
admitting persons into the hearing scheduled to commence 
at 10:00 a.m. Press credentials or, for other members of the 
public, photo identification will be necessary to be admitted 
to the hearing. Anyone arriving after the commencement of 
the hearing will have to wait until a break in the hearing 
before seeking admission. 
  
Any interruption or disruption by anyone admitted to the 
hearing may be subject to contempt of court or police 
investigation. 
 

 
(7) I also directed that the Trial Coordinator send the Zoom 

details for the continued hearing directly to the media persons 
who had attended the hearing on February 23, 2021. 

 
(8) The Zoom details remained available to any member of the 

public that requested the information for this hearing from the 
Trial Coordinator. 

 
(9) I directed the Manager of Court Operations to ensure that the 

Waiting Room displayed in writing that, persons in the Waiting 
Room would be admitted at a break in the proceedings upon 
presenting their press credentials and for other members of 
the public, photo identification.  

 
(10) I considered this order to be necessary to ensure that the 

hearing proceeded without further interruption and was 
necessary to protect the proper administration of justice. 

 

                                                                                                     
_____________________________ 

Regional Senior Justice Ricchetti 
 

 

Released: March 3, 2021 

 


